CORN   CROMWELL, Lithospermum arvense L,

371. Corn Cromwell, Lfthospermum arvense L. (X f); a
strong-growing annual becoming hard and almost woody at the
base, up to li ft. high, rough and hoary all over with rather short
bulbous-based hairs (A,
j&l); stems slightly angu-
lar; leaves lanceolate to.
almost linear, entire and
without visible side-nerves,
hairy on both surfaces;
flowers small, in leafy
terminal cymes which
elongate in fruit and be-
come zig-zag; stalks very
short; c^lyx 5-lobfednearly
to the base, lobes linear,
nearly as long as the
corolla;, corolla (B, X 2)
white, 5-lobed, without
scales in the throat, hairy

f-way down inside the
stamens 5, inserted
b&ow the middle of the
tube; ovary (Q X 3) on
a fleshy disk, deeply 4-
lobed, with the style
inserted between the lobes
(gynobasic); style about
half as long as the tube;
fruit (D, X 2) composed
of 4 separate closely
warted nuts (E, X 4) (family Boraginaceae).

To be found mostly in cornfields and waste places, flowering
during spring and summer.

The hairs above the anthers prevent rain from entering th<
corolla-tube. The anthers open before the corolla opens, bir
insect visitors are few. As the entrance to the nectar, which is
secreted by the ovary and stored in the base of the corolla-tube
is completely closed, an insect-visitor brings fresh pollen, an<
i9B&y effect cross-pollination. Eventually the anthers discharge
iffcch a quantity of pollen that the stigma becomes covered with i
arid self-pollination is effected.
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